Public Media

WGTE PODCAST PRODUCER AND CREATORS
AWARDED ONE NATIONAL AAIDD AWARD

WGTE podcast creators Ally Day and Becca Monteleone were recognized for
Telling It Our Way by the American Association on Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities
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Toledo, Ohio (January 9, 2025) — Telling It Our Way, a WGTE Public Media
podcast, is honored to receive the 2025 Media Award from the American Association on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (AAIDD). Podcast creators Ally Day and
Becca Monteleone and executive producer Chris Peiffer were recognized for Telling It
Our Way.

Chris Peiffer, Voices Around Us® Podcast Manager and Senior Producer, works with
hosts Ally Day and Becca Monteleone on the AAIDD 2025 winner. In this podcast, they
host stories written and performed by people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities, tackling topics that range from romantic relationships to work life, childhood
to grief. These are real stories from the complex, rich lives of real people.

Creators Becca Monteleone and Ally Day state, “It's an honor to receive this recognition
from a national organization like AAIDD. The voices and stories of people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities don't get heard enough. We're so grateful to
have found such a supportive home with WGTE and ‘Voices Around Us’ to elevate
these stories and storytellers. We can't wait to carry on this work.”

Executive Producer Chris Peiffer states, “Becca and Ally do a remarkable job. As their
Producer, I'm amazed by the work they do with those that have intellectual and
developmental disabilities. The stories are genuine. And they are stories everyone
needs to hear.”
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AAIDD is pleased to announce and congratulate those who have been selected to
receive awards of the Association in 2025. Each year, AAIDD honors select individuals,
organizations, or media who have made outstanding contributions to the field. A call for
award nominations is issued in the fall of each year and awards are presented at the
annual meeting of the Association.

Listen to the award-winning podcast right now.

About WGTE

WGTE Public Media, licensed and operated by The Public Broadcasting Foundation of
Northwest Ohio, is a non-profit, noncommercial, educational TV and radio broadcaster
and center of learning for northwest Ohio and Southeast Michigan. WGTE is proud to
be a PBS and NPR member station. It was founded as a low-power educational
television broadcaster in 1953. Education remains at the heart of what we do every day.
From our entertaining, informative and educational programs that air on WGTE TV, FM
91, and www.knowledgestream.org to our professional development opportunities for K-
12 teachers and preschool daycare providers and community engagement activities,
WGTE makes northwest Ohio and southeast Michigan a better place to live. For more
information, visit www.wgte.org.

If you would like more information about this topic, please call Matt Reny at 419-380-
4646, or email matt_reny@wate.org.
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